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TECHNICAL STANDARDS

INSTRUMENTAL AND ORCHESTRAL STUDIES

To preserve the integrity of Juilliard’s educational programs and their close association to

the standards of the performing arts profession, the School continues to develop policies
regarding the “essential elements” and “technical standards” of its curricula. The

Essential Elements of the Curriculum for all disciplines are published in the Student

Handbook. Technical Standards, by discipline, are specified departmentally, and incorporated into
the departmental student evaluation process.

ALL INSTRUMENTAL AND ORCHESTRAL STUDIES MAJORS have been admitted to The
Tianjin Juilliard School based upon the potential demonstrated in their entrance audition.

In addition to Tianjin Juilliard’s Technical Standards specific to your particular instrumental area
outlined below, the following technical standards apply for work in the Instrumental and
Orchestral Studies program.

All technical standards for the Instrumental and Orchestral Studies program have been
approved by the studio faculty. Any questions may be directed to the major teacher, Dean,
Director of Orchestral Studies, or Assistant Dean of Academic Affairs.

In addition to Tianjin Juilliard’s Technical Standards specific to your particular instrumental area
outlined below, the following technical standards apply for work in the Orchestral Studies
program:

1. Akeen sense of intonation including impeccable intonation in solo work, the ability to
hear, adjust and match pitch within harmonic textures, and flexibility in matching pitch
when doubling lines with other instruments

2. Akeen sense of rhythm including impeccable accuracy in playing notated rhythms, the
ability to maintain rhythmic coherence during tempo changes and fluctuations, the ability
to make rubati, and a stylistic sense of rhythmic interpretation within certain types of
music such as jazz and pop when such styles are emulated in an orchestral work

3. Akeen sense of timing including impeccable ensemble playing, maintaining tempo
independently, accompanying soloists, and understanding the acoustic challenges to
ensemble playing from any position in the orchestra

4. A keen sense of balance and the ability to understand texture in relation to the role of
one’s own part

5. Flexibility to adjust to new bowing techniques, orchestral bowings, fingerings, breathing
choices, and sound production in order to achieve the expressive goals of any given
conductor, section leader, or concertmaster

6. The ability to read visual communication from a conductor in the pursuit of both precision
and expression

7. A sufficient maturity level to be collegial, respectful, and professional in rehearsals and
concerts
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8. Ability to see/sight-read music from a music stand and to be able to see the conductor
clearly

9. Sufficient physical endurance and mental focus to maintain a high level of concentration,

and an appropriately compelling, upright sitting position during the entirety of all
rehearsals and performances

Please click below for the Technical Standards by instrument for all orchestral instruments:

Tianjin Juilliard Technical Standards



https://myhub2.tianjinjuilliard.edu.cn/graduate-school/academic-affairs/technical-standards/

