
                                                                                                                   
Updated: October 2024 

 

 

TECHNICAL STANDARDS 
 

INSTRUMENTAL AND CHAMBER MUSIC 

 
To preserve the integrity of Juilliard’s educational programs and their close association to 
the standards of the performing arts profession, the School continues to develop policies 
regarding the “essential elements” and “technical standards” of its curricula. The 
Essential Elements of the Curriculum for all disciplines are published in the Student 
Handbook. Technical Standards, by discipline, are specified departmentally, and incorporated into 
the departmental student evaluation process. 
 

ALL CHAMBER MUSIC MAJORS have been admitted to The Tianjin Juilliard School based 
upon the potential demonstrated in their entrance audition. 
 
In addition to Tianjin Juilliard’s Technical Standards specific to your particular instrumental area 
outlined below, the following technical standards apply for work in the Instrumental and 
Chamber Music program. These standards apply as well to all students at The Tianjin Juilliard 
School participating in a chamber music ensemble.  
 
All technical standards for the Instrumental and Chamber Music program have been approved 
by the chamber music faculty. Any questions may be directed to the major teacher, Dean, 
Chamber Music department chair, or Assistant Dean of Academic Affairs.   
 
The Tianjin Juilliard School’s Chamber Music Program aims to provide the highest level of 
small- ensemble coaching and performance experience, with the goal of developing the 
technical, analytical and communicative skills required of all musicians. The Chamber Music 
program seeks also to instill the values of expressiveness, flexibility, dedication, and 
cooperation that will enable graduates to have success in professional rehearsal and 
performance settings.  
 
In addition to Tianjin Juilliard’s Technical Standards specific to each particular instrumental 
area, the following Technical Standards apply for work in the Chamber Music program: 
 
Observation Skills  
 
Students must be able to  
• learn from the work of their colleagues  
• observe aurally, visually, and kinesthetically cues, patterns and changes in behavior, thought, 
and musical expression in themselves and others  
• discuss those observations in a non-judgmental manner, with an attitude of mutual respect  
• read their music in rehearsals and performances and clearly feel and listen to their colleagues 
in the ensemble 
 
Motor Skills  
 
Students must be able to  
• perform, in a coordinated way, basic physical activities including sitting, standing and basic 
movement  
• have the ability and willingness to modify habits and mannerisms that interfere with the free 
flow of physical movement as a mechanism for visual communication with their colleagues 
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• remain seated or standing, as needed, in order to participate in a minimum of eight hours of 
coaching and –necessary preparatory rehearsals, each lasting approximately two hours long, 
every semester they are enrolled in chamber music 
• perform a complete chamber music work each semester in a public performance  
• access all rehearsal and performance venues, as assigned 
 
Thinking and Communication Skills  
 
Students must be able to  
• comprehend, interpret and retain, thoroughly and reliably, information and skills they receive 
from coaching and rehearsal sessions, and be able to work independently on those skills to 
deepen and refine them  
• communicate in English effectively and sensitively with faculty, staff and fellow students in the 
classroom, rehearsal studio and in the office 
• communicate at a pace and in a manner that does not impede the progress of the group’s 
work. • coherently articulate their musical ideas to colleagues 
• experiment with, and implement, the ideas of others, even when in disagreement with those 
ideas  
 
Behavioral Skills  
 
Students must be able to 
• demonstrate empathy, integrity, honesty, good interpersonal skills, curiosity and desire for 
learning.  
• possess the emotional well-being required for the use of their imaginative and social abilities 
• learn how to function in the face of uncertainties and stresses which are inherent in the training 
and artistic process, as well as in the profession  
• accept appropriate suggestions and criticism, and utilize this criticism in the development of 
their artistic process  
 
Time Management Skills  
 
Students must be able to  
• manage their time effectively, in order to learn their own individual chamber music parts, fully 
study the scores, and schedule rehearsals and coaching sessions 
• assume full responsibility for effectual communication with their colleagues and coach  
• exhibit professional respect for each other’s time by honoring scheduled rehearsal and 
performance commitments; they may be re-scheduled only under the most extreme 
circumstances 
 
Ensemble Skills  
 
Students must be able to  
• possess and further refine skills essential to ensemble playing including, but not limited to, a 
solid sense of technique, intonation, rhythm, dynamic balance, ensemble blend, articulation, and 
the giving and receiving of visual and aural cues 
• play an auxiliary instrument if it is applicable to their instrument. For example, a flutist must be 
able to play piccolo and alto flute 
 
Please click here for the Technical Standards by instrument specific to your particular 
instrumental area. 

https://myhub2.tianjinjuilliard.edu.cn/graduate-school/academic-affairs/technical-standards/

